
Deceaber 31, 1951 

Dr. Kenneth B. Raper 
Fermsntat&on Division 
Northern Re@.onal &search Laboratory 
Peoria 5, Ulihois 

Dear Dr. Raper: 

Thank you for your letter of the ZOth, and for th8 five aathno- 
-ate culture8 that arrived this noon. A8 we learn 8omthing about 
thr @metics of the8e form, I hope to be able to d&m18e the experi- 
ments rrith you. Bo far, it ia fairly c;rlsar that Streptomycee griseue 
form heterokaryona whiuh, however, dissociate Mite readily. The 
ordinary procmdurea of ptiti.ng out spore auspension8, ati picking; 
single aolorAes ara therefore likely to be reliable for the purpose 
of ensuring Initial. genetic homogeneity of cultures. fihether more 
interesting proceseee oacur (sexuality) has not yet been settled: 
aofae combinations of &sutants of 8, griaaas 8eemd to engender wild 
tspe rW.tOlllbina~On8 j others peraietently yielded only the parental 
forma. Tt is thie point, and the possibility of “titer-speoific” 
a8eociateone that I hope to:iwx,@orr further with the cultures provided. 

If any obataolea to the application of 3. aureofucians to biological 
experimentation e&t, please regard that quemtion ~8 closed. I should 
be interested to hear your verbal commentrr, and hope before too long to 
accrept your invitation to viait your laboratory. 

Your8 sincerely, 

Joshua Lederberg 
A~eociati Professor of Genetics 


